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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The references listed in the Information Disclosure Statement submitted on 10/24/01 
have been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449). 

Drawings 

2. The drawings were received on 10/24/01, and are acceptable by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 22 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 22, line 6, a period should replace the semicolon. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kakigi et al 



(U.S. Patent Application Publication US 2002/0054350). 
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Regarding claim i, Kakigi discloses a method of automated printing of an image posted 
to a network site (steps S201 and S202, see Figs. 37-40), with the method comprising defining a 
print criterion (step S203, see Figs. 5, 38, 39, and 46, paragraphs 0510-0514), registering a user 
printer with the network site (see Figs. 38 and 39, paragraphs 0478-0487), determining if the 
image has been posted to the network site (steps S203-S208), capturing the image from the 
network site to the user printer (steps S209-S212), and automatically printing the image on the 
user printer according to the print criterion (steps S210-S212, see Figs. 37, 38, and 49, 
paragraphs 0472-0493). 

Regarding claim 2, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that registering the user printer includes defining a printer network address (paragraphs 
0477-0487), and wherein defining the printer network address includes defining a unique address 
associated with the user printer and registering the printer network address with the network site 
(paragraphs 0477-0487). 

Regarding claim 3, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 2, and further 
teaches that the defining the network address includes defining the unique address associated 
with the user printer as an IP address (paragraphs 0477-0478). 

Regarding claim 4, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches of defining a user interface, and wherein defining the print criterion includes defining the 
print criterion via the user interface (paragraphs 0481-0494). 

Regarding claim 5, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 4, and further 
teaches that the print criterion includes at least one of registering user information, sender 
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information, printing options, and image delivery options (paragraphs 0189-0194, and 0488- 
0494, see Fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 6, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 5, and further 
teaches that registering the user information and the sender information includes providing 
usemames and passwords for a user and a sender (paragraphs 0539-0543, and 0609-0614), 
together with the printer network address and the network site address, wherein capturing the 
image from the network site to the user printer includes logging on to the network site identified 
by the network site address with the usemame and the password of the user, and the image being 
transferred from the network site to the user printer identified by the printer network address 
(paragraphs 0610-0616). 

Regarding claim 7, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 5, and further 
teaches that registering the printing options includes selecting at least one of a file format input, a 
file format output, a print medium size, a print medium type, a number of copies, a printing 
layout, a color printing option, and a finishing option (paragraphs 0189-0194, and 0488-0494, 
see Fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 8, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 5, and further 
teaches that registering the image delivery options includes selecting at least one delivery option, 
a gallery, and an image size (paragraphs 0189-0194, and 0488-0494, see Fig. 5), 

Regarding claim P, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that registering the user printer includes defining a network communications link 
between the user printer and the network site, and registering the user printer with the network 
site via the network conmiunications link (paragraphs 0477-0487). 
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Regarding claim lOy Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that defining the network site to be a website (paragraphs 0477-0487, see Figs. 37-40). 

Regarding claim 11, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 10, and 
further teaches that registering the user printer with the network site includes defining the user 
printer to include a printing system controller and a web access mechanism (paragraphs 0477- 
0487, see Figs. 37-40). 

Regarding claim 12, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 9, and further 
teaches that capturing the image from the network site to the user printer and automatically 
printing the image on the user printer include capturing the image via the network 
communications link (paragraphs 0477-0487, see Figs. 37-40). 

Regarding claim 13, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that determining if the image has been posted to the website includes defining a master 
image list as a list of downloaded images from the website and comparing the master image list 
with images posted to the website (paragraphs 0487-0491, and 0531-0538). 

Regarding claim 14, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 12, and 
further teaches that comparing the master image list with images posted to the website further 
includes retrieving an image list of images posted to the website (paragraphs 0487-0491, and 
0531-0538). 

Regarding claim 15, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 14, and 
further teaches that retrieving the image list includes the user printer sending a query to the 
website according to the print criterion via the network communications link (paragraphs 0487- 
0491, and 0531-0538). 
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Regarding claim 16^ Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 15, and 
further teaches that comparing the master image list with all images posted to the website 
includes comparing the master image list with the image list retrieved from the website, 
generating via the printing system controller an image request that identifies the image to be 
printed, and updating the master image list to include the image after it has successfully been 
delivered to the user (paragraphs 0487-0491, and 0531-0538). 

Regarding claim 17, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 16, and 
fiirther teaches that capturing the image from the website includes the image being transferred 
from the website to the user printer according to the image request via the network 
communications link (paragraphs 0482-0491, and 0531-0538). 

Regarding claim 18, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 17, and 
further teaches that the image being transferred from the website to the user printer includes the 
website receiving the image request from the user printer via the network communication link 
(paragraphs 0482-0491, and 0531-0538). 

Regarding claim 19, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that automatically printing the image on the user printer includes translating the image 
captured from the network site into a print job (paragraphs 0489-0494). 

Regarding claim 20, Kakigi discloses the method discussed above in claim 19, and 
further teaches that automatically printing the image on the user printer further includes 
executing the print job by printing the image on the user printer and thereby delivering the image 
to the user (paragraphs 0489-0494). 
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Regarding claim 21, Kakigi discloses a method of automated printing of a digital 
photograph posted to a website (steps S201 and S202, see Figs. 37-40), with the method 
comprising defining a print criterion (step S203, see Figs. 5, 38, 39, and 46, paragraphs 0510- 
0514), registering a user printer with the website (see Figs. 38 and 39, paragraphs 0478-0487), 
determining if the digital photograph has been posted to the website (steps S203-S208), 
capturing the digital photograph fi-om the website to the user printer (steps S209-S212), and 
automatically printing the digital photograph on the user printer according to the print criterion 
(steps S210-S212, see Figs. 37, 38, and 49, paragraphs 0472-0493). 

Regarding claim 22, Kakigi discloses a system for automated printing of an image posted 
to a network site on a user printer (see Figs. 37-40), the system comprising a user printer 
including a printing system controller (see Fig. 37, printer 37), an embedded web access 
mechanism (see Figs. 38 and 39, paragraphs 0478-0487), and a user interface (see Figs. 39 and 
40), wherein the user printer is configured to automatically capture and print an image posted to 
a network site according to a print criterion predefined via the user interface (steps S209-S212, 
see Figs. 37, 38, and 49, paragraphs 0472-0493). 

Regarding claim 23, Kakigi discloses the system discussed above in claim 22, and fixrther 
teaches that the user printer contains the printing system controller, the embedded web access 
mechanism with an embedded application allowing the user printer to communicate with the 
network site regardless of the network site's operating platform, and a user interface (paragraphs 
0480-0506). 

Regarding claim 24, Kakigi discloses the system discussed above in claim 23, and further 
teaches that the printing system controller includes a processor, a memory, device-specific 
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hardware, and input/output circuitry, wherein the embedded web access mechanism includes a 
printer web page, a printer web server, and a network interface (see Figs. 8, 13, and 37-40). 

Regarding claim 25, Kakigi discloses the system discussed above in claim 24, and further 
teaches that the web server is adapted to generate the printer web page, wherein the printer web 
page is configured to provide the user interface, and wherein the user interface is configured to 
provide a control conraiunications link to the printing controller for defining the print criterion 
(see Figs. 39 and 40, paragraphs 0487-0506). 

Regarding claim 26, Kakigi discloses the system discussed above in claim 21, and further 
teaches that the printer is configured to conununicate with the network site via the network 
communications link for registering the user printer with the network site, determining if the 
image has been posted to the network site, and capturing the image fi-om the network site to the 
user printer (see Figs. 39 and 40, paragraphs 0487-0506). 

Regarding claim 27, Kakigi discloses the system discussed above in claim 24, and further 
teaches that the embedded web access mechanism is configured to permit access to the printer 
web page by the network site via the network conmiunications link (see Figs. 37-40, paragraphs 
0487-0506). 

Regarding claim 28, Kakigi discloses a computer-readable medium having computer- 
readable instructions (paragraphs 0496-0506) for performing a method of automated printing of 
an image posted to a network site (steps S201 and S202, see Figs. 37-40), with the method - 
comprising defining a print criterion (step S203, see Figs. 5, 38, 39, and 46, paragraphs 0510- 
0514), registering a user printer with the network site (see Figs. 38 and 39, paragraphs 0478- 
0487), determining if the image has been posted to the network site (steps S203-S208), capturing 
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the image from the network site to the user printer (steps S209-S212), and automatically printing 
the image on the user printer according to the print criterion (steps S210-S212, see Figs. 37, 38, 
and 49, paragraphs 0472-0493). 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

Suzuki et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication Number US 2003/01 10413) discloses 
a system that allows data to be transferred to a printer based on inputted information from an 
operation screen; and 

Buckley (U.S. Patent Number 6,542,173) discloses a system that renders print job based 
on selected parameter options. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this commxmication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (703) 305-0146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are xmsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for impublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Joseph R. Pokrzywa 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 



